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IN THE WATER COURT OF THE STATE OF MONTANA
YELLOWSTONE DIVISION
SHIELDS RIVER BASIN 43A
PRELIMINARY DECREE
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CLAIMANTS: Robert Richard Waddell CASE 43A-6001-A-2022
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ORDER AMENDING AND ADOPTING MASTER’S REPORT

AND
CORRECTING ABSTRACT

Pursuant to Montana Code Annotated, section 85-2-233(5), Case 43A-6001-A-
2022 was assigned to Water Master Anika M. Stern. The Water Master filed a Report
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containing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law on December 6, 2022. Robert
Richard Waddell (Waddell) objected to the Master’s Report on January 12, 2023.

Waddell objected, indicating that the Master’s Report addressed each claim
included in his November 2, 2022 Motion to Amend and that claims 43A 191807-00 and
43A 191808-00 are missing from the caption and attached abstracts.

The Master’s Report for Case 43A-6001-A-2022 intentionally did not include the
claims that were previously consolidated in Cases 43A-0323-R-2021 (claim 43 191814-
00) and 43A-0325-R-2021 (claims 43A 191807-00 and 43A 191808-00). Reference to
claims 43A 191807-00 and 43A 191808-00 in the Master’s Report for this Case was an
error. Claims 43A 191807-00 and 43A 191808-00 were addressed in Case 43A-0325-R-
2021. The Master’s Report should be amended by removing Recommendation No. 4
entirely.

The Court has reviewed the Water Master's Findings and Conclusions. Pursuant
to Rule 53(e), Montana Rules of Civil Procedure, the Court ADOPTS the Master's

Report with the above-referenced amendment.
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